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The Concept

The Science and Engineering Library will bring together the current departmental libraries in Chemistry, Physics, Engineering, Geological/Earth Sciences, Mathematics and Statistics, to provide well-staffed, 24-hour access to these collections for faculty researchers and establish an attractive working space for students. While the integrity of departmental collections will be preserved, housing the departmental collections in a single facility will facilitate interdisciplinary research, support collaborative learning, and better serve the information needs of faculty and students in the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematical Sciences disciplines. 

The Science and Engineering Library will house the traditional print collections of these departmental libraries and provide additional space for group work and quiet, individual study. The Library will occupy floors 2-5 of the King Library Addition.
The Staff

This facility will be staffed by information professionals with expertise in retrospective and cutting-edge information sources in Chemistry, Physics, Engineering, Geological/Earth Sciences, Mathematical Sciences and Statistics.  These librarians as well as dedicated support staff will be readily accessible to help both with the research-level needs of faculty and graduate students and the general needs of the clientele.  Staffing will be a mix of library faculty, full-time support staff with the necessary skills to operate the library, and student assistants to provide basic services.    

The Facility
The Science and Engineering Library will occupy a 39,000 square foot area comprising the second through fifth floors of the current King Library Addition. The departmental libraries to be consolidated occupy a total floor space of 27,500 square feet, so that careful and effective use of the proposed space should result in a higher level of service to faculty and students in all of the participating departments. To make the facility accessible, secure, and attractive we will (1) replace the two existing elevators with modern, high-speed elevators, (2) design and implement security system that will allow faculty and authorized students 24-hour access to all floors through a single access point on the second floor, (3) replace existing flooring, lighting, and furniture to create an inviting environment for individual study and group work, (4) install compact shelving where possible to maximize the use of available space for efficient storage and ready access to journals and monographs. (5) upgrade electrical and networking infrastructure and add wireless internet access. Each floor will have a sorting area, copier facilities, restrooms and computers for general reference use. 

Floor Plan
Our initial proposal is to allocate the available space as follows.

Second Floor (Main Entrance)

The second floor of the library will be the gateway to all of the library’s information services.  This floor will house the front desk, service staff offices, basic reference collection, audiovisual materials (in all formats), and provide controlled 24-hour access to all other floors. The computer lab currently housed on the second floor will become an “Information Commons” including information, software, and computing resources that students will need for research and writing.  The information commons will include a multifunction room that can be used for teaching, programming and additional student seating in when the room is not in use.  Computers will also be located outside the commons area.  The second floor will include such amenities as a café (or upscale vending area), machines to add money to student ID cards for food service and printing, public telephones and other amenities for anyone using the facility. 
Third floor

The third floor will house the print collections primarily in the subject areas of mathematics, statistics, and physics. This floor will have tables and soft seating areas conducive to individual study. Current periodicals in all disciplines will be located here in an attractive area and will have comfortable, casual seating for browsing or reading.  This floor will also house a work room for the preservation work that will be necessary on this floor.

Fourth Floor

The fourth floor will house the print collections in the areas of Chemistry and Geological/Earth Sciences along with the Maps and Atlas Collection.  This floor will provide large tables for map use along with individual study areas, and soft seating.  

Fifth floor

The fifth floor will house the print collections from Engineering, but the majority of the space will be devoted to group study/work space specifically designed to meet the needs of engineering students involved in team collaborations. Multiple study rooms will be available.  The floor will be furnished with movable tables and chairs and soft seating that can be reconfigured.  
All floors will provide group study space and individual quiet space along with the various collections.

Appendix: Assignable Square Footage for Departmental Libraries 
Versus Science-Engineering Library
 
Table I: Current Departmental Libraries

	Library
	Assignable Square Footage

	
	

	Chemistry/Physics
	5,116 

	Engineering
	8,180

	Geology/Maps

	10,856

	Mathematics/Statistics

	3,424

	Total Assignable Space, Current Departmental Libraries
	27,577


Table II: Science and Engineering Library

	Floor
	Assignable Square Footage

	
	

	1. King Addition Floor 2

(Main entrance, Information Commons, staff offices, social areas, reference collection)


	8,541

	2. King Addition Floors 3-5
	

	King Addition Floor 3 (Mathematics, Statistics, Physics, current periodicals)


	11,348

	King Addition Floor 4 (Chemistry, Geology, Earth Sciences, Maps and Atlas Collection)


	10,856

	King Addition Floor 5  (Engineering)


	9,084

	Total Assignable Space, King Addition Floors 3-5
	31,288


� Source: Science-Engineering Library Storage and Staging Working Group report, February 3, 2006


� Geology and Maps currently occupy the 4th floor of the King addition. Some of this space would be ceded to house Chemistry monographs and journals under the proposed allocation.


� The assignable space includes all space currently assigned to the Mathematical Sciences Library in Patterson Office Tower including Room  OB37 that is partially usable for library storage.  It does not include the space in the storage area in the King Addition currently used to store Mathematics journals.





