Information Commons Working Group
Final Report
The Information Commons Working Group was formed in January of 2006 to design an Information Commons to be operational by fall semester of 2006 in the basement of  the 

William T. Young  Library.  The group dealt the design of the area including a video window display, the configuration of the presentation and editing rooms and the addition of a food service area and a printing operation as tenants.  

The working group was fortunate to have both an architect and an interior designer as members.  Both of these group members helped guide the design process, advised on who needed to be consulted and helped bring in the appropriate people to do what needed to be done.  While the area did not need extensive renovation, it did require extensive communications work to provide the 6 video windows and cosmetic work in flooring and paint.

In order to complete this project, a number of partnerships were formed.  Libraries and Information Technology (IT) worked on repurposing the carrels into small group work areas and providing the required equipment.  IT worked on designing and equipping the two presentation rooms and the four editing rooms in the area.  A Mac lab was opened in the Commons in the AV area.  Food Services also became a major partner with providing a creative vending area in a space with café tables and a flat panel TV.  This created a relaxed, safe environment for students to get their late night snacks.  The video windows were the product of a partnership with a faculty member in the Art Department and the writing of a Donovan Trust Grant for Public Art.  This is a unique feature of the  Commons and will be used to showcase UK student and faculty projects.

The project was not without its challenges.  Retrofitting the facility took a great deal of discussion and effort.  The Academic Enhancement Unit moved into the space before renovation only to move out at the end of the semester.  The name for the area proved to be an unanticipated challenge.  In the fall of 2006 a student focus group suggested a name that did not meet all of the approvals.  All of the alternative names were reviewed and the Hub @ W.T.’s  was the clear winner. 
The Hub @ W.T.’s was dedicated on March 27th, 2007 with an adult celebration.  President Todd, Dean Diedrichs, and  Associate Vice President Penny Cox from IT officially opened the Hub @ W.T.’s  The official student opening will be this Fall during K-Week.  
Staffing of the Commons still remains as a challenge.  We have an interim director, a temporary support staff, and no long term commitment from IT to staff a service desk to provide seamless support to the students. Permanent staffing will be in place by the end of this year. 

The Information Commons Working Group has one more task and that is to review and approve the Head of Information Commons position description.  Once that is done the Working Group will be disbanded.
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