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Charge -- On December 1, 2006, the Provost charged a USP Reform Steering Committee and issued a white paper as a staring point for discussion.  That white paper includes a focus on information literacy and acknowledges the role of the UK Libraries in that effort.  The Steering Committee is charged with the following timetable:
 
"We propose the following process for moving forward: (1) The provost will circulate the whitepaper to the campus community and request that comments, criticisms, and suggestions or alternate proposals be sent to the Steering Committee by February 15, 2007; (2) Formal responses will be solicited from college curriculum committees, the Undergraduate Council, and the USP Committee by the same deadline; (3) The Steering Committee will, based on all the input as well as its own wisdom, prepare and submit a final curricular framework for formal consideration by the University Senate by April 1, 2007.

Assuming timely passage of a curricular framework, the provost’s office will provide resources (including summer salaries) to an appropriately constituted faculty team to flesh out the curriculum (including the development of any new courses, as necessary) during the summer of 2007. Then, the fully developed, new general education curriculum will be presented to the undergraduate colleges and the University Senate in early fall 2007, with the intention of its approval by January 2008, and adoption (implementation) in fall 2008. "

 

The Libraries' USP Reform Working Group is charged with crafting a general response on behalf of the library faculty by the February 15th deadline.  Then the working group is asked to proceed with detailed planning including discussion with the university steering committee

 The General education Working Group completed its initial and time sensitive charge of crafting a response to the Provost's white paper by the February 15, 2007 deadline.  Working Group Members Rob Aken, Carla Cantagallo and Debbie Sharp wrote the response to the Provost’s whitepaper on behalf of the library.   This document was shared with the UK Libraries faculty and the Dean of Libraries before the Dean of Libraries sent the document to the Steering Committee.   During the April 9, 2007 Senate meeting, Phil Kraemer gave a brief progress report on the work of the USP Reform Steering Committee to date, and the work continues to follow the previously detailed timeline.  The General Education Reform Work Group has not yet

completed the second portion of the charge (the charge states that the Working Group is to then "...proceed with detailed planning"), as the work of the USP Steering Committee itself continues on the curriculum design.
Dean Diedrichs and the EC have asked that this Working Group continue its work into the 2007-2008 committee year.  
