2008-09 Disaster Preparedness Committee Annual Report 

July 13, 2009

Members:  

Lyndsey Calico, Gordon Hogg, Mark Ingram, Mary Schleifer, Dee Wood, 

and Kazuko Hioki (Chair)
Charge:       
Managing and implementing the library collections disaster plan, 

         
reviewing and up-dating the plan, maintaining disaster supplies, and   
providing training for 
library employees. 
Completed activities:

1. Held regular monthly or sometimes bimonthly meetings. The meeting minutes were recorded by Lyndsey Calico and distributed to the members.  The minutes are posted on the Libraries’ SharePoint.  

2. Held a second annual disaster workshop, "July is Smokin: How to Put Out the Fire and Clean Up the Water ", for the UK Libraries’ employees at the Niles Gallery from 9 am to 12 pm on July 30, 2008.   Over twenty people participated.  The campus fire marshal’s officers gave hands-on training of fire extinguisher.  Hands-on exercise of salvaging wet materials was performed. 

3. Updated the University of Kentucky Libraries Disaster Plan.  Prior to the July workshop, the DPC asked the heads of the departments to submit any changes to the disaster plan.  The DPC chair updated the master copy of the Plan and distributed the replacement copies to the departments. 

4. Gave a 45-minute PowerPoint presentation at the KLA Academic and Special Sections/ SLA KY Chapter Joint Conference in Lucas, KY on April 2.  This talk highlighted the efforts of UK Libraries in disaster prevention and mitigation by establishing a committee, creating a Disaster Plan, and providing training to the library staff.  

5. Proposed the establishment of a Disaster Preparedness Roundtable within the Kentucky Library Association.  The goal of this forum would be to promote cooperative efforts in preparing for and coping with disasters affecting libraries and their collections across the state of Kentucky by facilitating networking and maximizing the effective use of finances, personnel, materials, and other resources.   A draft of the proposal was first presented at the KLA Fall Conference in October 2008, followed by posting the idea of disaster cooperation to KLA-LIST mailing list.  The final petition was presented at the KLA Joint Conference in April 2009, and signatures were collected.   

6. Attended a Kentucky Virtual Library (KYVL) Advisory Committee meeting.    Enid G. Wohlstein, Director of KYVL, proposed an idea of developing a disaster working group for KYVL and invited the DPC members to brainstorm cooperative disaster networking prior to the meeting in May 2009.  
Work underway:
1. Hold the annual disaster workshop in August. 

2. Review and update the plan as well as disaster supplies at least annually.  

3. Proceed with the steps for an establishment of a KLA Disaster Preparedness roundtable.
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