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BANNERS

This was the third year for the “Welcome to the University of Kentucky” banners, created by UK student organizations, hung inside Young Library during the first month of fall classes.  The banners were not of the quality they had been in the past and for that reason, the committee suggests that there not be Welcome Banners for the next fiscal year.
Flags borrowed from the International Affairs Office were hung inside of Young Library during the month long celebration of the UK Cultural Diversity Festival 2008. One of the flags went missing and the UK Libraries paid for the replacement.  Two items of note: get permission early for the hanging of the flags and keep a close eye of the flags so that no more of them go missing.
EXHIBITS

The prior year’s Diversity Committee members participated in the poster session during the 2007 Kentucky Library Association Conference in Louisville, KY. The display was developed to share information about the Diversity Committee’s purpose and goals, and our successes. The display booth was very well attended.
One of the highlight of the present fiscal year was the “Views of Diversity,” a projected display in the HUB (basement) of the Young Library during Black History Month. The six displays of photographs and the series, Eyes on the Prize, were created by the committee members. The exhibit was very well received by the campus population and visitors to the campus!

OUTREACH (ON AND OFF CAMPUS)
The UK Libraries’ Diversity Committee and the Employment Development Committee partnered to sponsor “Finding Health Information on the Internet: Healthy Web Surfing Beyond Google” by Jane Bryant, UK Medical Center Library.  The program was part of the UK Celebration of National Work and Family Month.

Committee members participated in the UK International Students Orientation Session held at the UK Alumni House.  Over the past few years, an informally organized group of librarians conducted a separate event for the students, followed by a reception.  But at the request of the International Affairs Office, the event was not held during the spring term.  It is recommended that the Diversity Committee check with the International Affairs Office to see how the orientation will be handled in the future.  

The 2nd Annual Library Career Fair for the UK Minority College Awareness Program (MCAP) was held at the Lexington Public Library in Downtown Lexington.  The Diversity Committee coordinated the partnership of librarians from the UK Libraries, the Library School, and the Lexington Public Library for a half-day program for the elementary grade students of UK MCAP.  The children and their parents were introduced to the library profession, the importance of life-long reading, and thanks to financial donations, the children were able to purchase books to take home.

“Aging Workforce” presented by Dr. Graham Rowles of the UK Gerontology Graduate Center.               The program was presented April 2008 to the UK Library faculty and staff.  There was fairly good attendance, and the suggestion was made for a program on the wealth of knowledge possessed by the aging library employees who will eventually retire.  

RECRUITMENT
The UK Libraries’ Diversity Committee and Library School partnered for the Kentucky State University Job Fair held in the fall and the spring, and we participated in the University of Kentucky Minority Graduate Fair.  
The UK Libraries’ Diversity Committee continues to be a regular participant at the Come See For Yourself – UK Undergraduate Minority Recruitment Program.   

PARTICIPATIONS

The UK Libraries’ Diversity Committee again acted as the coordinator of volunteers for the UK Cultural Diversity Festival – A Taste of Our World.  This year, the event had an additional 500 guests, students from the local schools.  The place was packed!  Participants were Judy Sackett, Shirley Green, Eeva Hoch, Bob Krause, and Reinette Jones.
CHANGING OF THE GUARD

A new chairperson will be named for the 2008-09 UK Libraries Diversity Committee.  The past three years has been quite an experience and I look forward to working with the 
Diversity Committee in the future.
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