2007-08 Disaster Preparedness Committee Annual Report 

July 11, 2008
Members:  

Lyndsey Calico, Gordon Hogg, Kopana Terry, Dee Wood, and 
Kazuko Hioki (Chair)
Charge:       
Managing and implementing the library collections disaster plan, 

         
reviewing and up-dating the plan, maintaining disaster supplies, and   
providing training for 
library employees. 
Completed activities:

1. Held regular monthly or sometimes bimonthly meetings. The meeting minutes were recorded by Gordon Hogg and distributed to the members.  The minutes are posted on the Libraries’ SharePoint.  
2. Purchased and distributed the disaster supplies.
With an approval of $8,000 budget from the Executive Committee, the DP committee purchased and distributed the disaster supplies.  All branch libraries received a basic disaster kit including oscillating fan, vacuum cleaner with HEPA filter, a roll of plastic sheet, and a plastic container.  In addition to existing three main disaster closets at the King Building, Young Library, and King addition Building, the DPC established new secondary disaster cabinets in the Law Library and Agriculture Information Center which are better equipped with supplies than the branches.  
3. Held the first annual disaster workshop, "Library Disasters! How to Prepare and/or React", for the UK Libraries’ employees at the Niles Gallery from 9 am to 1 pm on August 8, 2007.  Thirty three people participated.  Every branch library (except for Design Library) sent at least one employee.  The attendees received the copies of the UK Libraries Disaster Plan and the instruction of its use.  The campus fire marshal’s officers gave hands-on training of fire extinguisher and smoke-tent experience.  Hands-on exercise of salvaging wet materials was performed.  Hand-out package containing printed disaster preparedness information was distributed.
4. Held the second disaster workshop, “Library Disasters!  A February Freeze/Dry Event,” at the Niles Gallery from 10:30 to 12 noon on February 21, 2008.  David Poland of Munter’s, the response agency which has helped in a number of cases to save documents at cultural institutions from severe water (and other types of) damage, offered an informational session.  A staff from the UK Museum also attended the session. 

5. Periodically updated the University of Kentucky Libraries Disaster Plan
Twice a year, the DPC asked the heads of the departments to submit any changes of the disaster plan.  The DPC chair updated the master copy of the Plan and distributed the replacement copies to the departments. 
6. Planned and prepared the third hands-on disaster workshop, “July is Smokin’! How to Put Out the Fire and Clean Up the Water”, being held on July 30 at 9 am in the Niles Gallery. 
Work underway:
1. Hold the annual disaster workshop on July 30. 
2. Review and update the plan as well as disaster supplies at least annually.  

3. Locate the sprinkler valves in the buildings, and mark them on the floor maps to assist the fire department to minimize the water damage. 

3. Develop closer relationships with the local and campus emergency agencies.  Have the campus fire marshal conduct a tour of the collections.  
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